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THOMAS ADAMS.’ 


+ Our Opportunity in Canada. 


There is great opportunity in Canada to make our hous- 
ing conditions right, because it is a eountry,. In 
older countries Jike England attention is being devoted 
to the solution of a housing problem that arises from bad 
conditions which we can prevent in this ceuntry. it {s 
obviously a much easier operation to prevent bad conditians 
than it is to remedy them after they have become estab- 
ished. . 


x 

Some idea of the enormous problem in Téngland may be 
gathered from proposal to build under Government agency 
from three hundred to four hundred thousand houses at 
a cost of from $2,500 to $4,009 each, involving a possible loss 
to the country of several hundred million dollars. Here 
in Canada we are still in the formative stage. Rapid as 
our growth has been; great as has been the development, 
still our biggest housing problem is to preyent bad condi- 
tions in the future that are characteristic of the slums 
of older Nuropean cities, We cannot detude ourselves with 
the idea that we have not begun to create the germs of 
slums in our big cities. Without a doubt the conditions 
already exsting in our few big cities are comparable with 
some of the worst conditions in Huropean cities. 

In both the United States and Canada we have the be- 
ginnings of slums, and a similarity of conditions that en- 
ables us to compare them to our mutual advantage and 
the solution of the housing problem depends most large- 


new 


ly on applying right methods of planning and developing” 


the land and on the extent to which these methdds lessen 
the evils that arise from land speculation. All our elties 
are surrounded by seattered and somewhat disorderly de- 
yelopments and one difference between ou Canadian city 
and oa city in the Mother Country is that whereas our 
new suburban developments are among the worst we have, 
the bad housiny conditions in the léngtiish vity have been 
mostly handed down from the past. If you want ta see 
the worst conditions ih Ottawa, for instance, you must gp 
not to Lower Town vr to the centre of the city, but just 
aver the city boundaries, in whut is practically a “no 
man’s lnnd” between the city and the country and where 
there is a lack of sufficient control und hiterest to secure 
proper conditions, & 


Garden: City at: Letehworth “neat. Londom- it 


~ three hours a day hanging ot to a strap. going to 


One of the interesting movements in England is the 
Proves 
the advantage of town planning as a basis for practical 
housing improvement. We started at Letchworth de 
novo; we considered the problem right from the beginning 
and commenced the luilding of a new city unhampered 
by existing vested interests, Phe scheme was started for 
the purpose af establishing certain principles; and to 
take advantage of a prevailing tendeney of manufacturing 
indutries to migrate from large centres of population to 
rural districts—a tendency which is very prevalent in 
this country also. : 


This prebliem of the decentralization of industry has been 
in existence for the last twenty ov thirty years in Britain, 
Big industries have been moving out of London and other 
large centres to the country districts, and the oviginators 
of the garden city movement said: “Let us take hold of 
this movement. Let us start a new city and offer attrac- 
tions to these industries Lhat ure looking for new locations. 
Let us group these mantfacturers together and build 
houses for their employees. Let us give them up-to-date 
transportation and other facilities. Let us conserve the 
whole of the unearned increment of the value of the land 
created by the inhabitants for their own benefit; and see 
if we can establish a city which will be a medel in con- 
nection with both the housing duestion and the land 
question.” : 


Well, they have been comparatively successful. Three 
thousand eight hundred acres were purchased at about 
$200 an acre. The promoters planned the site of the city, 
they put in an electricnt installation, gas works and a 
pure water sapply, They prescribed that there would vot 
be more than seven or eight houses to the acre, .Phey 
put all the industries in one part of the estate where the 
prevailing winds took the smoke away from the town. 
They improved the transportation system. Mhe worker in 


- Garden. City. lives within five minutes walk of his place of 


employment; no costly transportation system takes him 
from a point ten miles out in the suburbs to a plant in the 
centre of the city, requiring him to spend two or three 
hours a day in going to and from his work. 

And this is ane of the matters which has a distinct bear-- 
ing upon the number of hots a day that an employee can 
reasonably give to his werk, A man may work eight or 
nine hours a day in a factory, but if he spends two or 
and 
from his work, he is going to continue pressing for the 
reduction of the time he gives to productive forms of 
labour, and is going to continue to be a less efficient 
instrument of production, So that this very question of 
the number of hours that the workman wastes each day 
in unnecessary travelling, as a result of unregulated dis- 
tribution of industries and population, has a definite bear- 
ing upon the question of efficiency and output of labour. 


Unearned Increment Value Reserved for {nhabitants. 


In the. Letchworth scheme, the. unearned. increment... in 
the value of the land, is conserved for the benefit af the 
community, While the land was purehased at $200 an 
acre, the value has now increased to $1,008 and $2,000 an 
nere, aud the whole of thal increase in value is conserved 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of lietchworth. There 
cant be no private property in land in Letehworth. You ean 
only acqtre a lease for ninety-nine veurs with the right 
to renew at the end of that peried, subject to revaluation. 
The land was purchased by a Company. as a trust for the 
inhabitants, which laid down the conditlans that the whole 
of the increase of vatue due fo the conversion of the Innd 
frum agricultural to huilding purposes shoutd be conserved 
for the benefit of the community, But it has to be point- 
ed out that the people of Letelworth have been nble to 
make theit kutyest profits in the eartier years of develap- 
ment on account of the efficteney with which they are 
able to distrilute gas, eleetrivity, water and the other ne- 
cossities of Hfe—heenuse of proper planoine, Phe eon- 
trot af these things is often handed over without thought, 
by franchise tu a private concern, 

(Continued on Page 884.) 
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4n_ important aud interesting feature of the Garden 
City scheme is the agricultural belt round the city. The 
city area comprises about 1,200 acres laid out for a popu~ 
lation of 30,006 people. In this area there are at present 
about 30 factories and 13,000 people. ‘The other 2,660 
acres of the original area, with an additional 700 acres 


‘recently acquiread, are reserved by the charter as a 


permanent agricultural belt round the city. Thus the 
inbabitants have a large open area all abound the city 
which can never bé built upon and the -produce is braught 
close to the door of the consumer. If the city increases 
its population over 30,000 it, must extend by leaping over 
the agricultural belt. Thus the industry of farming is 
linked up with manufacturing industries in one community, 
avoiding the usual separation of town and country into 
two district zones, with the inhabitants of each pulling 
against one another. Every city in the future should 
have its farm zone and more harmonious relations estab- 
lished between the workers on the farm and in the factory. 
Letchworth proves the practicability of this combination, 
in contrast, and the cities of this continent show . the 
evils that arise from the excessive degree to which they 


‘ promote the separation between agriculture and manu- 


facture. 


People are apt to assume that model housing schemes 
can only be carried out by philanthropists and Govern- 
ments with unlimited resources. The Letchworth- ex- 
periment was initiated by a number of private men, who 
put up a little more than $500,000 to commence. The whole 


of the capital does not amount to more $3,000,000. That . 
. money is néw beginning to receive dividends, which are 


limited to five per cent. : 
Well Hall Modet War Village. 


At Well Hall, near Woolwich, the Government built dur- 
ing the war a town of six thousand people. This town 
was brought into belng and occupied within nine months— 
this by the slow, English people, at a time when the whole 
organization of the country was devoted to the manu- 
‘femture of munitions of war, the raising and transporta- 
tion of troops, and other war purposes. This and other 
schemes were carried out as the result of investigations 
made under Mr, Lioyd George, who wanted to find ont 
how to increase the output of munitions. It was decided 
that reasonable hours of tabour, comparatively good pay 
and, above ail, good homes and .contentment on the part 
of the worker so far as his living conditions were con- 
cerned, were the best way to inerease output, If it is 
sound policy to build good houses and proyide pleasant 
surroundings for workmen in the middle of a war in order 
to inerease the output of munitions, it is Just as sound 
poHey to provide good conditions and good surroundings 
and to bring about contentment among our workers in order 
to increase the output of production to meet competition 
with othér countries in time of peace. 


Therefore, J think we may congratulate ourselves upon 
the fact that the Government of Canada and the Provin- 
cial Governments have taken the initintive In the matter 
of housing with a view to dealing with the problems in 
the right way. Loans are made to the provinces for 
housing purposes. In this connection Ontario and its 
municipalities are heartily co-operating with a view to 
improving housing conditions. 
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in the 
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Municipal Sinking Funds 
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Corner St. Francols Mavier and St. Janina Strente. 
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